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On Feb. 4, Costa Ricans went to the polls to elect a president, two vice presidents, 57 members
of the National Congress, and hundreds of municipal officials. Although seven candidates ran
for the presidency, only two were considered serious contenders: Rafael Angel Calderon, 40, of
the United Social Christian Party (PUSC); and, Carlos Manuel Castillo, 61, of the ruling National
Liberation Party (PLN). An official tally based on results from 94% of the polling stations on Monday
indicated that Calderon was the winner with 51.3% of the vote, compared to Castillo's 47.3%.
Castillo conceded defeat Sunday after polls closed. In the 57-seat National Assembly, the PUSC
will have 29 posts, and the PLN, 25. The Supreme Electoral Tribunal reported that 80% of the 1.7
million registered voters took part in the elections. The new president will take office May 8 for
a four-year term. Under the Costa Rican constitution, President Oscar Arias could not succeed
himself. Calderon is the son of Rafael Angel Calderon Guardia, who in 1948 tried to nullify elections
when he lost. A brief war ensued, the army abolished, and Calderon Guardia was exiled. Calderon
junior was born in Nicaragua and did not live in Costa Rica until he was 15. The new president
has said he supports Arias' peace efforts but will not try to imitate them. He has promised a new
housing program for the poor while at the same time saying he would reduce the government's
deficit spending. During the campaign, Castillo was hurt when his mentor, former President Daniel
Oduber, admitted accepting a party contribution of more than $100,000 in 1986 from a man charged
with drug trafficking in the US. Calderon denied accusations that he received even more money
from former Panamanian ruler, Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. Evidence of sizeable contributions
to both parties in recent years from persons associated with drug trafficking was made public in
1989. Both candidates said administrative corruption was one of their top concerns, and both also
said they will continue to support the Central American peace process. Spokespersons for Costa
Rica's minor political parties claimed there was little difference between the two major candidates'
platforms, and that the country suffers from a "two-party dictatorship." (Basic data from AP,
02/02/90, 02/04/90, 02/05/90; Notimex, UPI, AFP, 02/04/90, 02/05/90)
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